


name of an important chief about the time of Lewis and Clark. It also 
seemed appropriate because the moon controls the tides which our canoes 
pullers depend upon for travel.

The Clark-Holton family generously brought other gifts for the 
witnesses and the Tribal Council. As a witness, I received a white wool-
en blanket made especially for this occasion, with a blue stripe represent-
ing the Columbia River and red-orange stripe representing the salmon. 
They also gave knives in elk skin sheaths decorated in porcupine quills in 
the shape of a red salmon with a blue border representing the Columbia 
River. Witnesses also received other gifts of smoked salmon, blackberry 
jelly, fry bread mix  kthlmin  tee-shirts, Middle Village Park mugs and 
necklaces. The tribe presented gifts to our visitors, as well as drummed, 
sang and danced for them.

Joan Wekell, is adescendent of 
Tonwa who was raised amongst 
her relatives, the Great Chiefs 
of the Clatsop and Lower 
Chinook people.

Read more about this event visit 
at our website: ChinookNation.
org Click on Lewis & Clark in the 
Press section.

kthlmin and Chinook Indian Nation members on Puget Sound in 2012

Chinook canoes skakwal and kLmin along with 
the knife and blanket given to witness.

 kthlmin being cleansed as part of his naming


